
 

Table 1. This table lists various data sources, mostly databases, where you can find reliable data and information, especially related to health and healthcare.  

Data sources 

Peer-reviewed health literature databases 

Open (no fees): 
PubMed  
Google Scholar  
Cochrane Library 
 
Closed (require a fee) 
Embase 
CINAHL 
 
More peer-reviewed health literature databases organised by topic and 
alphabetical orders here 

Rare disease databases: Data on all rare diseases, including about disease 

prevalence, symptomology, classification, clinical research, patient organisations, 
diagnostic tests and expert centres, among others 

Orphanet  
ORPHADATA   

Patient reported outcomes & quality of life databases 
ERICA PROMs repository  
EORTC quality of life library  
PROMIS database NIH  (measures question bank here) 

Other health and research related databases 

Clinical outcomes assessment measures: 
Proqolid 
 
Other: 
UK Service for economic, social and population data   
National Center for Health Statistics, USA (includes questionnaires, data sets 
and other documentation on various health topics) 
Qualitative data repository, USA (stores qualitative and multi-method research 
in the social sciences and related disciplines) 

Grey literature: non-medical or scientific literature published by patient 

organisations, medical societies or reliable national or international organisations 

EURORDIS resources 
WHO resources (more here) 
OECD resources (more here) 

You can find a comprehensive list of data portals focusing on different health-related areas and hosting datasets, as well as other documents 
from around the world here.  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/products/embase
https://www.ebsco.com/products/research-databases/cinahl-database#:~:text=CINAHL%20indexes%20the%20top%20nursing,companion%20to%20the%20CINAHL%20index.
https://lancaster.libguides.com/medicine/databases
https://www.orpha.net/consor/cgi-bin/index.php?lng=EN
http://www.orphadata.org/cgi-bin/index.html
https://erica-rd.eu/work-packages/patient-centred-research/proms-repository/
https://qol.eortc.org/item-library/
https://www.healthmeasures.net/explore-measurement-systems/promis
https://www.healthmeasures.net/search-view-measures?task=Search.search
https://eprovide.mapi-trust.org/about/about-proqolid
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data_access/ftp_data.htm
https://data.qdr.syr.edu/
https://www.eurordis.org/resources/
https://www.who.int/observatories/global-observatory-on-health-research-and-development/resources
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/patient-safety/guidance/curriculum-guide-tools/resources
https://stats.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/health/health-at-a-glance/
https://mira.mcmaster.ca/research/open-access-data-repositories

